
As we continue to finalize the 

plans for financing the build-

ing project and implementing 

our long-term capital cam-

paign, I hope that you will 

pray diligently for the work 

that lies before us.  This pro-

ject will demand our collec-

tive efforts, resources, and 

prayers!  Please stay con-

nected and informed by care-

fully reading all the informa-

tion printed in this and future 

editions.   In it you will find 

the most up-to-date details 

about our progress and plans. 

 

Keep in mind that we are 

forging the path to our new 

church home through Prayer, 

Attendance, Tithes & Offer-

ings, and Hospitable Invita-

tions.  So, invite someone to 

church this week! 

Ray A. Owens, Ph.D.  

 

Greetings!  I hope that you 

are positioning yourself to 

òInhabit the LandéInherit our 

Destiny.ó  These are exciting 

times in the life of our minis-

try as God is preparing us to 

realize the vision that has 

been cast before us.   With 

the implementation of this 

new newsletter, we hope to 

keep you updated on all the 

latest and greatest news re-

garding our progress toward 

inhabiting the land and inher-

iting our destiny.   

 

You donõt have to look long 

or hard to see that Metro-

politan is a growing church.  

God is fulfilling the promise 

he showed to me in His vi-

sion for this church.  As we 

are seeking the Kingdom of 

God together, God is adding 

to our ministry in exciting 

ways!  He continues to add 

new souls, new members, 

new ideas, new ministries, 

new opportunities, and new 

blessings!  And in the months 

that lie ahead, we will begin 

to see God moving to add 

our new church home to our 

list of blessings!   

 

Church family, friends, and 

supporters joined the Met for 

our Groundbreaking Cere-

mony held  November 9, 

2008, at the grounds where 

the new church will be built 

at Apache and L.L. Tisdale 

Parkway in Tulsa. Over 200 

people gathered for a pro-

gram which began with a mo-

torcade from the church on 

Hartford to the grounds. 

Cars in the motorcade dis-

played church flags as mem-

bers made their way to the 

ceremony site. At the en-

trance of the site, the motor-

cade was greeted by Booker 

T. Washington High School 

Drum Corps and paraded to 

the site.  Members enjoyed a 

short program featuring 

prayer, songs, and greetings 

from special guests. The pro-

gram was followed by a re-

ception and those in atten-

dance received a small en-

graved golden shovel key-

chain to commemorate the 

event. It was a beautiful day! 
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Forging the PATH to our New 

Church Home with 

 

   Prayer 

     Attendance 

       Tithes & Offerings 

          Hospitable Invitations  

 

Family attends ground

-breaking ceremony.  

Location, Location, Location 

Multi-Million Dollar Project 

New Building: Where are our dollars going and how are they being spent? 

Many of us have asked that 

question or at least thought 

about asking, so we decided 

to ask it for you.  We 

talked with Finance Com-

mittee member and long- 

time member of Metropoli-

tan Baptist Church, Rodney 

Watkins, Jr., for the an-

swer.  The Finance Com-

mitteeõs goal is to meet 

monthly to discuss the fi-

nances of the church as 

well as the financial obliga-

tions of building our new 

church facility.  Rodney 

says, òwe are receiving feed-

back from potential financing 

sources on types of loans we 

can afford.  We also have 

nearly $400,000 in building 

fund commitments through 

current campaigns.ó   

 

Rodney also stated, òthe 

first phase will cost us roughly 

$3 million.  The cost of the 

other two phases at this time 

are undetermined.ó  The 

next step for the Met is a 

fundraising campaign that 

will require a three-year 

commitment from the 

members beginning in 2009.  

 

The target goal for this 

campaign will be to raise $2 

million.  The entire Metro-

politan family can partici-

pate in this effort to reach 

this goal and fulfilling our 

dream of having our new 

church on the hill. 

 

Daniels and Daniels, a local 

construction company, is over-

seeing the 20,000-square-foot 

building project. Daniels and 

Daniels owner, Charles 

Daniels, has built about 50 

churches including Rhema Bible 

Church in Broken Arrow and 

Victory Christian Center. òIt 

takes from seven months to 

two years to build a church,ó 

Daniels said. 

  

The first of three phases to 

construct a $7.5 million home 

for our church family has be-

gun. The five-year plan starts 

with building the Geneva 

Walker Family Community Life 

Center. 

 

Phase one will cost between 

$3-3.5 million, while Phases 

two and three will cost about 

$2 million each.  

 

Metropolitan can expect a state

-of-the-art communication, 

video and sound. The final 

phase of the building project 

will be the construction of the 

Henry L. Collier and Loretta 

Brown A. Collier Education 

Building. The building will be 

constructed in 2014. Mean-

while, church officials will con-

tinue to meet regularly with the 

construction companies repre-

sentatives. 

venient for people living in 

north Tulsa as well as 

members and potential 

members from South Tulsa, 

Broken Arrow, and sur-

r o u n d i n g  a r e a s . 

 

The design of the building 

will be a contemporary 

style of architecture with 

natural earth tones fitting in 

nicely with the area that 

surrounds the church. 

The first phase will be the 

administrative offices and 

the Geneva Walker Family 

Life Center which will be 

completed in 2010.  

O. C. Walker, chairman of 

the Building Design and 

Operation Committee, 

meets monthly with his 14- 

member committee to plan 

for the move to our new 

building.  

 

The new church will stand 

where the Tulsa skyline's 

view is breath taking. The 

location has easy access to 

the interstate and is con-

M E T R O P O L I T A N  P A T H  
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Pastor Owens unveiled the five-

year strategic plan during the 2008 

Church Business Meeting.  In an 

effort to keep it fresh on the minds 

of the members, we will revisit 

various parts of the plan in the next 

several issues  

 

Executive Summary 

 

For more than nine decades Met-

ropolitan Baptist Church has 

served the north Tulsa commu-

nity as a house of hope, spreading 

the good news of a risen savior 

and providing needed relief to 

the òleast, last and lostó in its 

midst.  Having survived through 

the worst and best of times, Met-

ropolitan stands as a witness to 

the strength and faith of the gen-

erations of Christians whoõs 

work has enabled this church to 

endure and thrive.  Building on 

this tradition of faithful endurance 

the Metropolitan Baptist Church 

endeavors to envision its future 

and develop a comprehensive 

plan to realize its 

divine destiny.   

  

The word of God 

warns us that, 

òwhere there is no 

vision, the people 

perish (Proverbs 

29:18).ó  In fact, 

God instructs Habakkuk to 

òwrite the vision, and make it 

plain (Habakkuk 2:2).ó   

 

The strategic plan that follows is 

our faithful attempt to respond 

to Godõs call for a clear vision for 

his people.  To be sure, our ca-

pacity to realize our vision relies 

both on the direction of Godõs 

will and the diligence of Godõs 

people.  Hence, we have prayer-

fully outlined specific plans to 

realize Godõs vision for the Met-

ropolitan Baptist Church.  We do 

so with full faith in the will of 

God and the word of God which 

teaches us that, òthe plans of the 

diligent lead to profit (Proverbs 

21:5).ó   

  

The five-year plan for the Metro-

politan Baptist Church is 

grounded in a vision for dramatic 

spiritual, financial, and numeric 

growth.   

 

Our vision is to expand and en-

hance our ministry to provide 

increased opportunities for spiri-

tual maturation and Christian 

service in a way that meets the 

contemporary needs, hopes and 

desires of families, couples, and 

singles of all ages.   

 

Our work over the next five 

years will be to position Metro-

politan as a clear church of choice 

for all who seek a relevant, vi-

brant, caring, and Christ-centered 

ministry.  In so doing, we envision 

specific growth outcomes with 

regard to the financial and human 

resources of the churchñ

including an annual budget of $2 

million dollars with more than 

1200 worshipers attending two 

weekly services at our West 

Apache Worship Complex.   

 

In support of our descriptive 

vision for the future, this plan 

offers a clear statement of our 

mission, an overview of the core 

values that under gird our vision, 

clear objectives which advance 

our vision, detailed strategies for 

realizing our vision and a sum-

mary of the major goals of the 

church over the next five years. 
 

 

The plans of the diligent 

lead surely to abundance.  

Proverbs 21:5 

Members 

come to-

gether to 

enjoy cere-

mony.  

Booker T. Washington High 

School Drum Crops parades 

motorcade to the new site. 

Members attached 

flags to car 

windows during 

the motorcade to 

the site of the 

Groundbreaking 

Ceremony! 

Metropolitanõs Mission Workers  
Metropolitanõs Mission De-

partment is committed to 

òForging the Path to our 

new Church Home.ó  

 

Members practice Prayer, 

Attendance, Tithes & Of-

ferings, and Hospitable Invi-

tations. 

 

Mission President, Gertie 

Palmer says, òwe know that 

God is answering prayers 

and when we are united 

there is strength.ó 

 

Members of the Mission are 

helpful and it is important 

to them that others see 

Christ in them through the 

work that they do.  

 

As part of their work in the  

overall mission of the Met, 

the Mission adopted two 

families and provided them 

with resources to meet 

their needs which included 

Christmas gifts for all of the 

children. 


